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Conceptual Lake Access Master Plan  
for Gerrish Township 

Gerrish Park
Dedicated Swimming Area

Community Beach
50 Boat slips 
Restrooms 
Township Owned Park
Acknowledge current legal issues at Sovereign Park

Grosbeak

Dedicated Swimming Area

Community Beach
Restroom Facilities
Road Commission Partner ï

shared revenue

South State Park
80 Boat slips ï
DNR Partner ïshared revenue

Gerrish Community Park
Dedicated Swimming Area

149 long term Boat slips ï
11 Transient slips
8 temporary

Township owned / NRTF Sponsor
Restrooms / Education / 

Ship Store / Concession

These four locations include over 250 boat slips 
that would rent for a price competitive with other 
local marinaôs. A lottery assigning use of the slips 
would be conducted by the Township.  

Overnight mooring would not be permitted at any 
other road end in the Twp and enforced with the 
provisions of the Inland Lakes and Streams Act . 

Revenue from the rentals would be used to 
manage the new locations and upgrade facilities 
such as restrooms, garbage pickup, signage, 
parking, and personnel as well as increased 
police patrol.

Marina permits, held by the township, would be 
required

The Plan should be discussed and 
agreed upon in concept by the Twp 
Board then the details dealt with.

Specific plans for each location 
would eventually need to be drafted 
however, a general agreement upon 
what activities would be proposed 
should be prepared.

A timeline addressing the order that 
the plan is implemented will be 
prepared.  

Funding for the projects must be 
addressed.  Sources for funds 
include, General Fund, Grants, 
NRTF, Revenues from slip rental, 
private sources, public monies.

Coordination with other partners 
(RCRC and DNR) is critical.  Input 
and coordination with Lyon 
Township is also required

The presence and acceptance of an overall 
plan is critical to the implementation of a 
comprehensive Township Vision for legal 
access to Higgins Lake Prepared by Jim Ostling ïGerrish Township Trustee ïFeb 2008

Revised May 2008

Partners ï
RCRC, DNR, DEQ, etc

Ramps
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Gerrish Township Lake Access Plan

Vision Statement

Â Recreation at Michiganôs heartland in harmony 
with the communityéThe Gerrish Township Lake 
access plan provides local control of the balance 
of access to Higgins Lake and protection of 
individual property rights. Stewardship of the 
Lake resource through progressive  
environmental practices and cooperative 
management will assure a beautiful, safe and 
prosperous community.    
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Next Steps

Ä Review general plan ï

Ä Revise Recreation Plan

Ä Approval of concept by Twp Board - All

Ä Seek buy - in from partners - Homola

Â Road Commission ïMay 22, 2008

Â DNR ïAs necessary

Ä Discuss plan with DEQ - Homola

Â Submit marina applications - Homola

Ä Set Priorities - Prepare timeline -

Ä Prepare Budget - Boyle

Ä Investigate Grant opportunities - Stauffer

Ä Create Vision/Mission Statement ïHomola

Ä Prepare Business Plan for project -
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To be Considered

Ä Recreation Plan for Gerrish Township to be 
expanded

Ä Revenues from all locations to go toward overall 
recreation plan

Ä Position as to total number of watercraft moored 
in Gerrish Township / Planned in conjunction with 
Lyon ï

Ä Marine Patrol / Noise issues / spped

Ä Assign Slip space via lottery - Done

Ä Other Environmental Issues - Boat washes, 
Phosphorous ban, Water Quality studies

Ä Enforcement of the Inland Lakes and streams Act 
as it applies to overnight mooring 
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Amenities Considered at Each Site

Site

Amenity
Community 

Park

Gerrish 

Park

Grosbeak South Park Maplehurst Hitchcock

Dock Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Ramp Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Hoist 140 50 0 80 0 0

Beach area Yes Yes Yes

Swimming area Yes Yes Yes No

Parking 150 25 None 60 20 10

Pavilion Yes Yes possibly No No

Restrooms Yes Yes Portable Yes No No

Trash receptacles Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Boat Wash Possibly Yes

Police Patrol Yes Yes Yes ?? Yes Yes

Control Ordinance Yes Yes Yes ?? Yes Yes
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Gerrish Community Park
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Gerrish Community Park

Ä Public park area  - 300ô frontage / 3.5 acre
Â Swimming, Picnic, Fishing, Playground, 

Public Meeting space
Â Boater / Hunter / Snowmobile Safety classes
Â Restrooms / Universal Access / ADA 
Â Access to lake ïdual Launch
Â Public Education ïInvasive species, best 

practices, shoreline protection, law 
enforcement 

Ä Marina ï150ô frontage / 1.5 acre
Â Ship store, concession, fuel sales (in future) 
Â Boat mooring ïhoists only
Â Transient / dedicated / reserved mooring / 

temporary
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GT Kelly Beach

Ä Beach and Swimming area

Â 2600ô of lakeshore open to Public

Â White sandy Bottom

Ä No overnight mooring

Ä Existing ramp ïpermit to be held by Township

Ä Defined Park Boundary

Ä Trash receptacles

Ä Restrooms

Ä Police Patrol

Ä Continued existing parking

Ä Agreement with RCRC for management of site
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GT Kelly Beach
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Gerrish Township Park

Ä Update Restroom Facility

Ä 50 -60 hoists (majority set aside for 
local usage)

Ä New docks

Ä Identified Swimming area

Ä Picnicking / trash Receptacles / Police 
presence

ÄOutstanding Legal issues to be 
resolved
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Site Map ïGerrish Township Park


